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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 08183 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, GW 

SUBJECT: FDP LEADERS' ASSESSMENT OF BONN COALITION 
PROSPECTS 

1 . WOLFGANG MISCHNICK, CHIEF OF THE FDP PARLIAMENTARY 
GROUP, HAS TOLD ME THAT HE BELIEVES THINGS WILL BEGIN 
LOOKING UP FOR THE GOVERNMENT COALITION HERE. 

2. MISCHNICK PERCEIVED THREE REASONS WHY THE COALITION 
HAS RECENTLY APPEARED STALE: (1) THE INTERNAL PROBLEMS 
OF THE SPD; (2) THE LONG DELAY IN GETTING THE GOVERN- 
MENT'S ECONOMIC STIMULATION PROGRAM APPROVED AT ALL 
FEDERAL LEVELS; AND (3) THE ABSENCE OF ANY NEED FOR THE 
COALITION TO VOTE TOGETHER ON GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS IN 
THE BUNDESTAG. MISCHNICK SAID HE THOUGHT THE SPD WOULD 
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NOW PERFORM BETTER, THAT THE ECONOMIC STIMULATION 
PROGRAM WOULD HAVE SOME EFFECT, AND THAT COMMON VOTING 
IN THE BUNDESTAG ON UPCOMING PROGRAMS WOULD REVIVE THE 
SOLIDARITY OF THE COALITION AND STRENGTHEN THE GOVERN- 
MENT. 

3. MISCHNICK EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE THAT THE COALITION 
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WOULD HOLD UNTIL 1980 OR, AT LEAST, UNTIL 1978. 

4. MISCHNICK CITED TWO UPCOMING POLITICAL EVENTS WHICH 
WOULD HAVE AN IMPACT ON FDP COALITION TACTICS: 

-THE FIRST RELATED TO THE CDU HANDLING OF THE 
GOVERNMENT TAX PACKAGE IN THE BUNDESRAT. IF THE CDU 
OBLIGED LOWER SAXONY AND THE SAARLAND TO VOTE AGAINST 
THIS PACKAGE, DESPITE FDP MEMBERSHIP IN THOSE STATE GOV- 
ERNMENTS, MISCHNICK SAID THE FDP WOULD BE MUCH MORE 
RELUCTANT TO ENTER OTHER COALITIONS WITH THE CDU NEXT 
YEAR AT THE STATE LEVEL. 

-THE SECOND RELATED TO THE UPCOMING ELECTIONS IN 
LOWER SAXONY. MISCHNICK EXPRESSED THE BELIEF THAT 
THE FDP MIGHT HOLD ITS OWN OR LOSE SLIGHTLY IN THOSE 
ELECTIONS, BUT OBSERVED THAT A NET GAIN IN VOTES COULD 
HAVE NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES FOR THE BONN COALITION. 

5. MISCHNICK SHOWED HIMSELF REMARKABLY RELAXED ABOUT 
THE POSSIBILITY OF CHANGING COALITIONS. HE SUGGESTED 
THAT IT WAS NOT A LIKELIHOOD, BUT DID NOT IMPLY THAT HE 
REGARDED IT AS ANATHEMA. 

STOESSEL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: COALITION GOVERNMENT, PARTY LEADERS, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 11 -May-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BONN08183 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 67-0483 
Format: TEL 
From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770572/aaaacjti.tel 

Line Count: 86 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 03ceba96-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2575282 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FDP LEADERS/' ASSESSMENT OF BONN COALITION PROSPECTS 
TAGS: PINT, GE, (MISCHNICK, WOLFGANG) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/03ceba96-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



